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ARIZONA VETERANS’ SERVICE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

4141 N. Third Street- Phoenix AZ 85012 
Thursday – March 13, 2008 

 
M I N U T E S  

 
 

Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Dingwall.   
 
Present 

Advisory Commissioners  Arizona Department of Veterans' Services 
Tom Dingwall    Michael Klier, Deputy Director  
Webb Ellis    Gabe Forsberg, Plans & Development Manager 
Gary Fredericks    Diane D’Angelo, Outreach Coordinator 
Tom Heaney  
Linda Fulkerson       
Bill Lunsford      
Larry McKim     Other Guests 
Phillip Quochytewa   Terrie Gent, Colonel (Ret.) USAF  
Kenneth Yamanouchi 

 
 

Opening: Minutes from the February 14, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Commissioners asked that 
the phrase “Recommendations to the Governor on Budget Considerations for the Arizona 
Department of Veterans’ Services” be deleted. With this change, Commissioner McKim made a 
motion to approve the minutes; the motion was seconded and carried. 
    
Correspondence Sent and Received – Diane D’Angelo reported the following: 

• Commissioner Ellis sent 60 invitations to the Springerville meeting.  
The issues raised in a letter sent to Commissioners regarding Joe J. have been addressed 
and resolved by his Veterans’ Benefits Counselor (VBC). 

 
ADVS Report – Deputy Director Klier reported the following: 

 Arizona State Veteran Home – Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services (ADVS) staff has 
been successful in reducing accounts receivable. 

 The Veterans’ Donation Fund balance information will be sent to the Commissioners. 
 The new Purple Heart motorcycle plate was launched at a ceremony earlier today. 
 State Budget Update – The situation remains fairly grim. Effects upon services to veterans 

include VBC hiring freeze and Arizona Department of Administration (ADOA) rejection of 
request for Interment Specialist position in Sierra Vista. 

Commissioner Heaney noted that he was not informed about VBC availability in Green 
Valley one day per month. 
Chairman Dingwall suggested that the Commission send a letter to the Legislature 
advocating that services to veterans not be cut to resolve the budget crisis. 

 
Legislative Update - Commissioner Fulkerson reported the following: 
 
HB 2023 (Rep. Jonathon Paton) “Support our Troops” license plate monies would go to Support 
Our Troops®, a 501(c) (3) organization based in Florida, rather than staying in Arizona. Deputy 
Director Klier noted that the plate would also compete with the “Freedom” plate currently marketed 
as a “Military Support / Freedom” license plate available through Motor Vehicle Division (MVD). 
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Commissioner Fredericks read an email from Gold Star Wives citing their concerns about 
the plate. Per Deputy Director Klier, Margy Bons of Operation HomeFront recently testified 
against the bill at the Legislature. 

 
A discussion ensued suggesting that the Commission draft a letter to Reps Paton and 
McClure, Speaker Weiers, the House Transportation & Rules Committee; cc’ing Senate 
President Bee and Minority Leader Arzberger.  The letter will express the Commission’s 
opposition to the bill. 

 
Commissioner Yamanouchi offered to draft the letter, which will be sent to ADVS staff for 
administrative follow-up. 

 
HCR 2002 – The Commission supports the proposal to reduce the valuation of property owned by 
disabled veterans by up to $150,000.  
 
SB 1320 (Tucson Veterans Home) will push back construction for a few years due to budget 
crunch. 
 

Chairman Dingwall suggested the Commission use the Veterans Research Council Final 
Report as a means to prioritize legislation in reporting to the Governor. 

 
Commissioner Ellis stated that the Veterans Research Council was told last September that 
its recommendations couldn’t add expenses to the state budget. 

 
Motion made and carried to have Commissioner Ellis prepare a draft letter supporting the 
Veterans Research Council Final Report and correlative legislation. He will coordinate with 
Chairman Dingwall and Vice Chair Yamanouchi. 

 
 
Strategic Plan – Commissioner Fredericks guided the Commission through the changes he made to 
the plan. Commissioner Fredericks agreed to incorporate recommended changes to this "Straw 
man" copy.  It will then be distributed to the Commissioners for further discussion during a 
subsequent meeting as directed by the Chairman. Gabe Forsberg will work on an agreement that 
outlines ADVS responsibility. 
 
Region 2 Meeting April 12– Status - Commissioner Quochytewa reported that the Native American 
Veterans Hopi Post will provide color guard for the meeting. Letters to the Tribal Council have been 
mailed. Hotel arrangements are in place, and dining options were discussed. 
 
Region 2 Report - Commissioner Quochytewa stated that Arizonans for Piestewa ceremonies will 
be held to honor Operation Iraq Freedom (OIF)/Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) service 
members March 22 – 24. Invitations and further detail will be distributed to Commission members 
via email. 
 
Public Comments - Terrie Gent, Colonel (Ret.) USAF, noted that she has applied for appointment to 
the Commission. Colonel Gent is a former Appeals Court judge and serves as secretary for the 
United Veterans Committee. She resides in Sierra Vista. 
 
Gabe Forsberg stated that she has assigned Diane D’Angelo to take over administrative duties for 
the Commission. 
 
Adjournment – Chairman Dingwall adjourned the meeting at 12:11 p.m.  The next regular meeting 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. on April 12, 2008 in Springerville.  
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